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HEARING GOD 
Many of the scriptures in the New Testament talk about “Hearing” from the sense that their 
hearing is “dull” or that they hear but don’t understand. 
 
As a son of God I want us to focus on hearing God not only clearly but purely - hearing and 
understanding exactly what God says to us.  What I mean by purely is unadulterated, unfiltered, 
the pure complete word of God.  If we receive a “compromised” word of God, we might be 
better off not receiving any of it!  How does one receive a compromised word of God?  Let’s 
look at (Ezekiel 13 & 14). 
 
Is it even possible to believe that the God of the universe wants to commune or converse with 
us?  (John 15:15) “No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master 
is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made 
known to you.” 
 
I believe our ultimate destination is to walk as Jesus walked, being one with our Father.  
John 10:27-30 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.  And I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.  My 
Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of 
My Father’s hand.  I and My Father are one." 
 
John 14:9 “…He who has seen Me has seen the Father.” 
 
John 17:21-23 "that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also 
may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 
"And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 
"I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know 
that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.  
       Note: John 5:19 & John 21:25 
 
When we say we “hear” from God most often we get a sense of knowing or a strong sense of 
discernment that “this” is what God is revealing.  This is really a heart matter verses an ear 
matter.  Over the 35 some years of walking with the Lord, He has used me in the Prophetic 
ministry.  In all that time I have only heard Him once audibly.  Usually I get His message by 
impression, scripture verse “coming alive”, pictures, sounds, even aromas.  There are many 
ways God uses to get us to understand His thoughts, His desires, His heart.  And He knows you.  
He knows what it takes to get you to understand Him.  Often, I believe, even in spite of 
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ourselves, our Father makes the arrangements so that I will do what He wants me to do or say.  
Example: child and father. 
 
What is our responsibility to hear from our Father, clearly, purely and completely?  I believe we 
are to be the “gardeners or husbandman” of our hearts.  What I mean by that is if we will use 
the analogy that our hearts are a garden and we are to take care of the garden, then we will 
make sure we are 1) watering the plants (sowing the Word of God in our hearts), 2) making 
sure we surround the plants with good soil (surrounding myself with the fellowship of 
believers), 3) making sure the plants get sunshine (communing with God, walking and talking 
with Him, taking personal time with Him privately and with others), and 4) making sure no pests 
or disease comes in the garden (not allowing sin, bitterness, unforgiveness et al to enter in).  In 
other words, we are to create an environment for such communion.  
 
Ezekiel 11:19-20 "Then I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within them, and 
take the stony heart out of their flesh, and give them a heart of flesh,  that they may walk in My 
statutes and keep My judgments and do them; and they shall be My people, and I will be their 
God.” 
 
It is the Father’s delight to give to us, His sons, His heart.  Only then can we truly love the way 
He loves and do what He would have us to do.  Now because I am really changed, as the Father 
gives me His heart, my “doing” comes out of my “being” and not the other way around.  Let us 
grow up into the fullness of the Father’s heart and see “greater works”! 
 
Specifically, let’s look at Ezekiel 14:1-4 

God is asking Ezekiel if He should even answer these men since they have been seeking other 
gods.  God resolves the matter by answering them “according to the multitude of his idols.”  
What are idols?  Basically, idols are anything we look to for help, comfort or relationship that 
takes the place of God Himself.  In today’s reality, what do idols look like?  Idols can be all kinds 
of things or people such as self, bank accounts, credit cards, things that promote self-
sufficiency.  They can also be emotional and physical wounds, unforgiveness, and self- 
medication! They can be people, places and things.  What are we looking to for relief, comfort 
or relationship that should belong to God alone?  Personal Example:  Many years ago I “fell in 
love” with a car.  Although I could not afford it, I still “hoped”.  Then a situation arose that my 
employer was going to start paying me a $100/month car allowance.  Unfortunately the $100 
was only half of what the monthly car payment would be.  So, I began to “seek the Lord” as to 
what to do.  I took my time as not to rush into such a big decision.  After a month, when I asked 
the Lord again, I felt like He said, “Yes George, I want you to have it…”  So I rushed down and 
got it.  I was thrilled.  It was just “perfect” for my growing family. 
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Well, one thing after another began to happen to this car, and after a couple of years, I had to 
sell it at a great loss as the engine went out and the warranty was up.  Plus I was overwhelmed 
in my monthly budget during that time.  Had I heard God right?  You couldn’t tell me at the 
time that I didn’t hear Him.  And the Holy Spirit revealed this scripture to me in Ezekiel.  Did I 
have an idol in my heart?  If truth be known, yes indeed, that car was my idol.  I believe to this 
day I was hearing God through the idol.  You see, I just didn’t hear the whole, complete Word of 
God.  I believe my “idol” blocked out three very important words from God.  And they were 
“but not now!”  So the whole word goes like this: “George, I want you to have that car, but not 
now.” 

You see, the whole, pure and unadulterated word of God is critical in our hearing Him and our 
communion with Him.   What idols might you be harboring?  
 
Child and Father 

Whose responsibility is it for a child to understand what their father is saying?  It’s the father’s, 
isn’t it?  The father needs to make sure he uses words the child knows.  The father needs to 
“get down” to the child’s level.  Even so, our heavenly Father needs to get down to our level 
and speak (communicate) in our language. 
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Chapter 7 Study Questions: 

 

 

1. What are some of the ways we can “hear” from God? 

 

 

 

 

2. How can we create the right environment to hear from God? 

 

 

 

 

3. Why does God speak to us? 
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