TRUE IDENTITY
CHAPTER 5
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TRUE IDENTITY
When we speak of “True Identity” we are speaking about what the Bible says happens when we
become born again.
Romans 7 (5-6, 14-25) & 8 make clear that before I was born again that I dwelt in sin. “I” is
referred to as the “carnal mind”, the old man, or perhaps the “flesh”. Our “old man” is
attached to my soul, which is made up of my mind, will and emotions.
Before I was born again, my mind had a “default”; if you will, that it could only process my
thoughts through the “old man”. In the old man is where sin dwells and every kind of it (i.e.
lust, greed, unforgiveness, sexual immorality, wickedness etc…). In effect, I couldn’t do
anything but sin before I was born again.
Now that I am “born again” the Bible says “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation:
old things have passed away, behold, all things have become new.” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
Now my soul is attached to my “new creation”, my new identity, and therefore I have a battle.
Do I process my thoughts through the “flesh or old man” or through the new creation? This is
truly the battle of the mind. (Romans 7:23 & Romans 12:2)
“For those who live according to the flesh, set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those
who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.” (Romans 8:5)
Now, our heavenly Father looks at us as the New Creation in Christ (the Anointed One) and not
as the old man. Now we truly have a new identity purchased by Jesus Christ, so that now, by
the power of the Holy Spirit, He can be one in us and we in Him.
“To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Colossians 1:27)
“For I have been crucified with Christ: it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for
me.” (Galatians 2:20)
Since our “default” has been connected to the old man, we now need to make the New
Creation, my new identity, Christ in me the hope of glory, my new “default”! I need to go to
God’s Word for my thoughts, my thinking, my counsel. Yet because my “old man” is so highly
developed, there is certainly a struggle as we begin to walk “according to the Spirit”. Let us go
on to develop highly our New Creation, starve the old man, and see us grow into the people of
God He has designed before the foundations of the world.
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The gospel of salvation has taught that we are only sinners saved by grace, where the gospel of
the Kingdom (also known as the doctrine of Christ) says that we are this New Creation, and we
will go on to “greater works” because of who God has made us to be.
“Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who
abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.” (2 John 1:9)
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Chapter 5 Study Questions:

1. Describe our old identity.

2. Explain why living in our new identity is so essential.

3. Where does the battlefield between our old I.D and our new I.D. reside?
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