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GENEROSITY 
 
Before we can enter into learning how to do the Father’s business, we must look at a key 
character trait our Father wants to pass on to us. 

 “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes 
he became poor, that ye through his  
poverty might be rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9, KJV)  

God is a good God and loving Father. Therefore, He delights in seeing us grow up into all that 
He has planned for us. And, He has made provision that we might do just that. Some have 
relegated the above scripture to spiritual richness only. That interpretation would do serious  
harm to the text and its context. Certainly 2 Corinthians chapter 8 and 9, Paul is talking about 
finances, so we must include finances in our interpretation that He wants us to be rich here 
also.  

Let me define, being rich, by use of another scripture. 2 Corinthians 9:8 states, " And God is 
able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, 
may abound to every good work: (KJV) 

   
Rich therefore would be likened to having "an abundance or all sufficiency unto every good 
work".   Let's settle it: God desires that we walk in provision in every realm (spiritually, 
financially, relationally, etc.). How is the world going to see our God if we aren't different than 
the rest of world?  His glory through you will reach the nations.   Part of His glory is His 
provision.  

With God, there always seems to be “divine tension”.  On one side, there are the positive 
reasons why doing things the Lord’s way will bless and prosper you.  On the other hand, there 
are His warnings and what the outcome might be if we don’t heed His Word.  Both are needful 
to help us negotiate these challenging waters of life.  Regarding money and substance (riches) 
the word is abundantly clear that having more than we need can lead us away from God to 
self- dependence (self- reliance). 

So let’s make sure we’ve also “downloaded” His Word regarding the warnings about riches.  
Reading Randy Alcorn’s book, THE TREASURE PRINCIPLE, will go a long way into bringing a 
greater balance on this critical subject.   We want to be very clear and have the understanding 
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that the deceitfulness of riches is a great snare!  

Many of us must come out of a poverty mindset. Our poverty does not bring us closer to God 
neither does our "cleanliness". What honors God is to think like Him, to receive what He paid 
for (through our Lord Jesus Christ), and to be generous like Him. 

How generous is our heavenly Father? Let's look into space at all the stars, all the galaxies -He 
knows them by name! Let's look under the ocean ... sea life abounds with its varied species, 
colors, brilliance, and proliferation of life. How about on the earth? The earth itself (it's 
geology-just look at the Grand Canyon -is that generous, opulent, lavish, or what!), plant life, 
animal life, human life, amazing in its variety, population, and substance! And oh, by the way, 
we are in perfect balance (plant life, animal life, insect life, etc.). And who did God  
make it all for? You and me; we are the apple of His eye! Why did He do so much? Did He 
really have to? And, it’s all for us? Yes, it’s all for us!!!  

Now, I want to be just like "my dad" ... generous, opulent, lavish, giving.  

The real problem that some have with increase or more than enough is they fear we will 
"consume it on our own lust ...” (James 4:3). But, what if we walked in a proper mindset on 
provision? What if we thought like God on this subject? Well then, we would understand that  
the Lord owns everything and we are simply stewards of His resources. And if stewards, then 
not only do we not own anything but we are to inquire of the Master (of whom we are a 
steward) and find out what He wants us to do with His "stuff”. 

There's a story that tells of John Wesley responding to the news his house burnt down ... "No, 
it's the Lord's house, that means one less responsibility for me." When we truly understand 
that we are stewards, provision takes on a completely different viewpoint.  

It's been said that when you die that "you can't take it with you!" No, but you can send it on 
ahead! As we give into God's purposes, we are storing up eternal rewards. Why would I 
spend a life time to live this life that I might live for 100 years when I can spend those same 
efforts into something that will last an eternity! 100 years or billions upon billions of years ... 
you decide. 

GIVING IS A HEART ISSUE 

“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21) “My heart always 
goes where I put God’s money.” -Randy Alcorn 
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I believe the story of the “widow’s mite” represents God’s heart regarding finances.  Mark 
12:43 says, “So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that 
this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to the treasury;44 "for they all 
put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole 
livelihood." 

Isn’t it really a heart issue in our giving?  Doesn’t God look at the heart? 

"Then I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within them, and take the stony 
heart out of their flesh, and give them a heart of flesh,” (Ezekiel11:19) Will you let Him take out 
your stony heart and give you His heart today? 

God wants to give us His heart in this hour and take out our stony hearts!  It’s only with His 
heart that we can joyfully give sacrificially when He leads us.  "The question,” R.G. LeTourneau 
said, "It’s not how much of my money I give to God, but rather how much of God's money I keep 
for myself.”  R. G. LeTourneau lived his life giving 90% of his income and living on 10%! He 
understood it was all God's anyway.  

Finally, do you want to be like your heavenly Father? Would you like to be used by God in this 
"end time" to have provision flow through you from God to the people, places, and 
circumstances that advance God's kingdom? God is raising up such a people in this hour that 
will be a shining example to the world, a light that cannot be hidden, a city set on a hill!   

Let’s make sure we understand that God wants to bless us so that we can be a blessing to 
others.  As the saying goes, “We are blessed to be a blessing!”  “I will make you a great nation; 
I will bless you and make your name great; And you shall be a blessing.” (Genesis 12:2) 

KEY POINTS-  
• God want us to have provision- Psalms 35:27, Matthew 6:30, Philippians 4:19  

• God owns everything- Psalms 24:1  

• We are His stewards- 1 Corinthians 6 :20  

• Our job is to inquire of Him for distribution- John 15:15, 

 Matthew 25:26  

• Eternal investment- Matthew 16:27  

• God will take care of you- Matthew 6:20, Proverbs 11:25  

• You are blessed to be a blessing. Genesis 12:2 
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Generosity—Chapter 4 Homework Questions 

 

 

 

1) Define “being rich”: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Give a couple of examples of how generous our heavenly Father is: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) What is involved in being a good steward?  


