FAITH
CHAPTER 3
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FAITH
In the previous teaching on “Power and Authority”, we learned that we are “seated in heavenly
places with God” and that He has already given us “all spiritual blessings” (Ephesians 1:3).
Consider salvation which we lay hold of by faith. Similarly, it is through faith that we lay hold of
all the blessings of God, to bring them to “earth as it is in Heaven”.
In Matthew 6:10, Jesus teaches us that the Kingdom is coming to the earth (or the first heaven where we live now). Beyond the earth is the second heaven - the invisible spirit world where
reside the principalities and powers of which Scripture teaches. This is where the angels and
demons reside and where spiritual warfare constantly occurs. The third heaven, the one Paul
writes about being “caught up” to (2 Corinthians 12:2) is where God resides.
We don’t need spiritual blessings in Heaven, we need them right here on earth. Our job is to
make them manifest right here and now! Doing so will allow us to live the life Jesus promised
and desires for us to live - that we would have life more abundantly. (John 10:10) So, we need
to have examples right in our own area of people who are living this abundant life, people who
literally touch heaven and bring heaven’s blessings down to earth! When the Church begins to
live like this, we won’t have to evangelize others into the kingdom, they will come to us asking
for what we have!
The key to manifesting this abundance, these gifts God has stored up for us, is our FAITH. Most
Christians are very strong in their faith relative to their salvation. Let’s use this faith as a
comparison to help us lay hold of the rest of God’s promises that have already been given to us,
which we won’t need when we get to Heaven. But we DO need them here and now!
What are some of these blessings? Healing, provision, relationships, peace, and joy – whatever
we desire; and as we are in relationship with the Father, He will put HIS desires in our heart!
These desires have already been given to the believer. It is only through our faith that we
receive them. Hope is another matter and we will discuss this later. But hope does not receive
the promises of God. Hope allows us to wait for the fulfillment of the promises. Faith receives
the promises of God.
Many Christians believe that God CAN fulfill their desires, but that is not faith! We know that
God can do anything, but we wonder if He WILL do it for us! This is a posture of hope, not faith;
and hope WILL NOT bring God’s promises into manifestation. We must understand that God
has provided an orderly process for how we do things, and we cannot expect to realize His
promises unless we follow His order for receiving them. If we are hoping, rather than really
believing for something to become manifest, we’ll be disappointed, because it will not happen!
It’s our FAITH that overcomes the world and receives the promises of God, not our hope.
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How do we determine whether we are operating in faith or in hope – or whether, perhaps,
we’re in total unbelief in either of these? “Now, faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) Faith is NOW! Hope is in the future. As a believer
in Jesus Christ, you have these promises NOW – they are not something you hope to experience
in the future, but that have already been given.
So, when we confess things such as God WILL do this or that, that conveys something that WILL
be done in the future, as opposed to something that has already been done. So, faith is belief
that God not only CAN and WILL do it, but that He HAS already done it!
Since hope is in the future and faith is in the present, we must learn to distinguish between the
two if we expect to receive God’s blessings. Many Christians “have given up on God” because
God hasn’t come through for them – He hasn’t provided the spiritual blessings for which they
have hoped. They do not understand that it is not a problem of God not providing, but rather
of their not knowing how to receive – how to operate in faith rather than simply in hope!
Although this is evident in the Bible, most Christians do not understand this distinction and it is
very freeing to learn about it. We can get faith but to do so, we must take inventory – are we
operating in faith or in hope?
How do we get faith? “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans
10:17) It is therefore imperative to know scriptures about whatever it is you’re believing! Ask
yourself, “What scriptures am I relying on to restore relationships, receive peace, joy, provision,
or whatever else God has promised?” God doesn’t expect us to have faith in nothing; rather,
He tells us to have faith in His Word and that will bring faith to you (Roman’s 10:17, 2 Cor. 5:7).
What Word of God are you standing on to receive the spiritual gift you desire to be manifest on
earth? It is in the 3rd heaven - you are in the 1st heaven- you are to extend your faith to agree
with God to bring it down to the 1st heaven where you live.

THE LAW OF SUCCESS
Joshua 1:8 encourages us to meditate on the Word of God day and night, and by doing so, we’ll
experience good success. How many Christians meditate on the Word of God for even a short
time, let alone day and night? Yet we expect to realize the results of increased faith that such
meditation will produce, and cause manifestation of the promises we also desire. If we
combine Romans 10:17 with Joshua 1:8, we’ll begin to see our prayers answered in a way that
we have yet to experience. The word meditation in this verse means to “chew over and over
again as a cow chews its cud”. Think about it day and night, all the time, to the point where it
becomes part of you and you grow in faith as a result of doing so.
God possesses the two fundamental aspects that allow us to have faith in Him – character and
ability. If someone were to deposit a gift of $1,000 into your bank account and you thanked
them for doing so, you are acknowledging that you believe they have the financial ability to
bless you with such a gift and the character to do what they said they had done.
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A shortcut to faith is to truly grow in love with God! It’s easy to believe someone you’ve been
in love with for a long time. As we spend time with the Lord, soak in His Word, listen to what
He is telling us, this develops a natural trust (as a result of “knowing Him”). Spend time in the
Word of God that speaks to His love for us, and your belief that God is going to do what He says
He will do will increase. Satan does NOT want us to spend intimate time with the Lord because
it will result in the development of an unbreakable trust in Him and to an understanding of how
to realize His promises.
There is warfare going on at all times in the spiritual realm; therefore, it is imperative that we
know Scripture so we are prepared for battle. When we do, we simply find the Scripture we
desire to realize, believe accordingly, and pray thankfully.
1 John 5:4 says that our faith is what receives, what overcomes this world, by going outside this
world into the spiritual realm to lay hold of the spiritual blessings. Psalm 103:20 indicates that
angels do God’s commandments, “hearkening unto the voice of His Word”. Hearken means to
“be set in the racing blocks”. It’s waiting for the gun to go off, and then running the race to win
the prize. God’s Word cannot have a voice unless we speak it. So, this essentially says that we
command the angels to do God’s work! We obtain the blessing of the promises we desire by
first speaking them. We give the Word a voice which releases the angels to perform the Word.
By our speaking the promises we desire, we agree with Heaven and it comes to pass. But most
of our angels are sitting around playing cribbage because nothing is coming from our mouths to
set them to work on our behalf!
As a dog will relentlessly chase a stick, angels are similarly designed. They exist to do God’s
bidding on our behalf (Hebrews 1:14)! It’s Gods will that will be done, so we must have the
confidence that what we are declaring is indeed God’s will, based on what He said in His Word,
not our own will.
In Mark 11:22-23, we’re told that we will have what we say! God spoke the world into
existence and we need to follow His example. Thus, it is very important that we say what we
want. Most people say the opposite of what they want – and they get it! So, if we’re not
receiving from Heaven what we want, we need to examine what we are saying and doing in our
lives that is preventing this from happening. Matthew 11:12 says the heavens suffer violence
and the violent (the “single-eyed”) take it by force. This means that we have to break through
the second heaven, where the principalities and powers are battling, to lay hold of what God
has already given us.
Christians tend to walk through life looking side to side. On one side, we see “the new
creation”, the “new man”, with all of God’s promises for kingdom living. On the other side, we
see the “old man”, our history, the “all about the self” man. James tells us that such a person is
“double minded” and “unstable in all his ways” and that such a person WILL NOT “receive
anything of the Lord” (James 1:7-8)! Perhaps this is why we’re not receiving the promises of
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the Lord! We know God wants to do it – but not for me because I’m a sinner, I’m looking at the
old man. Decide that you WILL believe God’s promises and not look back to the old man!
Dedicate yourself to His Word and His way. That is what the word “holy” means. The
“common” thing that most Christians do is to look both ways as described above. The opposite
of that, the “uncommon” or holy way is to look only at what God says. A better way to
understand this would be to examine a marital relationship. A married person has a holy,
uncommon, dedicated relationship with their spouse while others who know them have merely
a common, undedicated relationship with them. So in Matthew 5:48 and 1 Peter 1:16, it is
speaking of being perfect or holy. This takes on a whole new meaning! He is saying “be
dedicated to me like I am dedicated to you”! If we do this, we can shift from looking side to side
and focus straight ahead at who we are in Christ in order to receive His promises.
This does not mean we won’t stumble from time to time, but we choose to go a different
direction. As in a married relationship, it does not mean that I won’t make mistakes, but my
spouse knows my heart and that my desire is to do the right thing.
Why is there so often a time element involved in the manifestation of God’s promises in our
lives? The Book of Daniel gives us a great perspective on this. In chapter 9, Daniel prays a
prayer that takes about three minutes to pray and receives an immediate answer from the
angel Gabriel while he is praying. In chapter 10, we find him praying again for another answer
and this time; it takes three weeks for him to receive an answer! So, why would it take three
minutes to receive an answer in one instance and three weeks in another? We are given the
reason in the second instance, where the angel delivering the message says that God heard
Daniel’s prayer immediately, and dispatched the angel to give him the answer he sought; but
the angel was detained due to spiritual warfare requiring that Michael come and help him.
Satan does NOT want us to receive our promised blessings because it will bring us closer to God
and thwart his efforts to deceive us!
Hearkening back to the example of someone giving us a $1,000 gift: the attitude of the receiver
in that example was one of thanksgiving, based on their understanding of the financial ability of
the person to give the gift, as well as to the character of the person that they had done what
they said they had done. In the same way, that should be our attitude toward God, regardless
of the timing involved in the receipt of His promised blessings. We don’t have to realize His
blessings in order to possess them. When we DO actually receive what we are believing for, it
should be anti-climactic! So, this should be our attitude with God while we wait for the
promises: praise, thanksgiving, understanding, and rejoicing that we have already received our
blessing in the spirit; but there may be warfare going on in the spiritual realm that may delay
the immediate manifestation of His blessings in the natural.
In summary, we need to know from the Word God’s promise that we seek to receive, speak it
out of a heart of faith, receive it in our hearts, and maintain a heart of thanksgiving and praise
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as we patiently wait for the fullness of the manifestation of said promise. Believe it is already
accomplished.

HOPE
Hope is in the future, whereas faith is now. It is the anchor to our soul (Hebrews 6:19). It
brings gladness and rest. (Acts 2:26) It brings God’s goodness. (Psalm 27:13) It is important to
know the Word of God because His Word reveals His will. Isaiah 55:11 says His Word “…shall
not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please…” There is inherent power in the
Word to perform what it says. It is the anchor to our soul (Hebrews 6:19).

FAITH
Faith is kept alive in us, and gathers strength, more from practice than from speculations. Addison
Without faith, we are as stained glass windows in the dark. -Anonymous
There are no miracles to men who do not believe in them. -Anonymous
It is not faith and works; it is not faith or works; it is faith that works. -Anonymous
For what is faith unless it is to believe what you do not see? -St. Augustine
On the whole, more people are cheated by believing nothing than by believing too much. Barnum
If the way be rough with thorns and stones, may faith provide a balm to soothe your weary,
bleeding feet and fill your soul with calm. -Carruth
All the strength and force of man comes from his faith in things unseen. He who believes is
strong; he who doubts is weak. Strong convictions precede great actions. -Clarke
Faith is the daring of the soul to go farther than it can see. -Clarke
To me, faith means not worrying. -Dewey
All that I have seen teaches me to trust the Creator for all that I have not seen. -Emerson
Faith is not a sense, nor sight, nor reason, but taking God at his Word. -Evans
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Unless there is within us that which is above us, we shall soon yield to that which is about us.
-Forsyth
It is cynicism and fear that freeze life; it is faith that thaws it out, releases it, sets it free. Fosdick
Faith is an act of rational choice which determines us to act as if certain things were true and
in the confident expectation that they will prove to be true. -Inge
There is no great future for any people whose faith has burned out. -Jones
Dark as my path may seem to others, I carry a magic light in my heart. Faith, the spiritual
strong searchlight illumines the way, and although sinister doubts lurk in the shadow, I walk
unafraid toward the Enchanted Wood where the foliage is always green, where joy abides,
where nightingales nest and sing, and where life and death are one in the presence of the
Lord. -Keller
Browning speaks of "grasping the skirts of God," but no man ever grasped the skirts of God by
knowledge alone. Knowledge may have raised his arm, but faith moved his fingers and
closed them in deathless grip. -Lawton
The truly religious man does everything as if everything depended upon himself, and then
leaves everything as if everything depended on God. -Parker
The faith that saves is the total response of the whole self to the will of God. It is the
response of the mind in belief, the heart in trust, the will in conduct. It is to accept the fact
that God goes all out for us, and then to be willing to go all out for God. -Redhead
Faith can place a candle in the darkest night. -Sangster
Faith is like love; it cannot be forced. -Schopenhauer
Little faith will bring your soul to heaven; great faith will bring heaven to your soul. -Spurgeon
Faith, mighty faith the promise sees and rests on that alone; Laughs at impossibilities, and
says it shall be done. –Wesley
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Recap Notes – Chapter 3
Faith

1. Faith
a. Our job is to make our blessings manifest
i. John 10:10
b. He has already given us promises
c. Faith receives the promises of God
i. Hebrews 11:1
ii. Confess the abundance NOW
d. Are you operating in faith or hope?
2. The Law of Success
a. Romans 10:17 & Joshua 1:8
b. Relationship with God builds faith
c. Mark 11:22-23
d. Waiting for God’s promises
3. Hope vs. Faith
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Faith and Hope
Hope is the
( 2 Corinthians 12:2)
future
3rd Heaven
Hope anchors
the soul
(Hebrews 6:19 )

All Spiritual Blessings
( Ephesians 1:3)

Seated with Him
( Ephesians 2:6)
GOD

Faith definition
(Hebrews 11:1)

Powers, Principalities, Rulers of
Darkness
( Ephesians 6:12)

Hope brings
gladness and rest
(Acts 2:26)

Inherent power
In the Word to
Perform it
(Isaiah 55:11)

Time is invaded
( Daniel 10:1-21)

Faith grows
(Romans 10:17)
(Joshua 1:8)

( Matthew 11:12)

2nd Heaven

Hope brings His
goodness
(Psalm 27:13)

…the Kingdom of Heaven has
been forcefully advancing, and
violent people are attacking it.

( Mark 11:23)

( Matthew 6:10)

…you can say to this mountain,
‘May you be lifted up and thrown
into the sea,’ and it will happen

1st

Faith is now

…May your will be done on earth,
as it is in heaven

( 2 Corinthians 5:7)

Heaven

How do we walk in this life?
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Faith
overcomes
(1 John 5:4)

Faith
accomplishes
the Fathers
business
(Psalm 103:20)

Chapter 3 Study Questions:

1. What do sons/daughters of God use to accomplish something for God?

2. What are the five steps to grow in faith?

3. Which passage about Hope speaks to you the most, and why?
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