IMPORTANCE OF IDENTITY
CHAPTER 10
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IMPORTANCE OF IDENTITY
“We only live to the level of our identity.”
You will never exceed your definition of who you are. We behave and live in a manner that is
consistent with our self definition.
Who are we? Who has God made us to be? Why am I here? What is my purpose in life?
These are questions that have come down through the ages. Yet, those that have acquired
answers for them walk in a different realm of life. Out of identity arises purpose! When a
plastic cylinder filled with ink was developed or made known, its purpose was evident and
obvious. Ahh, the pen! And likewise, when our identity is made clear, our purpose is evident
and obvious. We must refrain from attempting to answer such profound questions as “What is
my purpose in Life?” until we have examined our identity. Many have tried the other way
around and it’s like the proverbial cart before the horse.
After 30 years of being a pastor, I would suggest that few of us truly know ourselves. In a real
sense it is like we woke up and have amnesia. We don’t know who we are. Or we know very
little of who God says we are. We do see those that have some clarity in a particular area of
their lives. The more clearly they see who they are in a given aspect, the more they excel in it.
That is why some can be very successful in one or two areas of their lives and complete failures
at others (i.e. husbands good at work yet failures at home - see King David).
God’s ideal design is that we would receive strength and identity from our fathers.
Unfortunately, many of us have grown up with the lack of fathers in the home. And there are
those of us who had fathers in the home that didn’t know how to impart identity, as they had
never had it imparted to them. When I ponder the question of identity, I think back to a 1940’s
movie called The Prince and the Pauper. It was fun to see the exploits and pranks of two boys
who were identical twins separated at birth, one the Prince, the other the pauper. As the story
goes, upon an accidental meeting, they pursued the opportunity to live in each other’s world.
In the end, there was relief and gratitude to be back in their original roles.
Yet it brings home the very real saying that “We only live to the level of our identity.” If I don’t
know I am a wealthy heir, I won’t live up to it. If I believe all the negative things family, friends
and the world say about me (not to mention powers and principalities), I will live up to that
identity. They say that 80% of Christians’ self-talk is negative!
Was there a time, when knowing who God says we are, was ever more important? If we are in
“the last days,” and many believe we are, and if our Lord has saved His best “wine” for last, and
many believe He has, then knowing who He has made me to be is critical to fulfill what He has
called me to fulfill (purpose). It has been said that two thirds of all humanity throughout the
ages is alive today! The importance of this time, whether end time or not, must not be
understated. Your God given assignment is critical.

103

And oh, by the way, doesn’t the creation reveal the creator? Doesn’t the pot reveal the potter?
I am convinced the more we know who He says we are (our identity) the more He is revealed.
The more He is revealed to me and in me, the more I love Him. So whether we go inward,
looking at who I am, or we go outward, looking at the way He has made the universe, He is
revealed!

How important is making clear our Identity?
Matthew 4:3-6: Two of the three temptations of Jesus in the wilderness were about Identity!
He said, “If you are the Son of God….” The devil didn’t come out with a bald face lie, he just
brought some doubt to the table, like he did with Adam and Eve…”did God say?” If the devil
can get us to question our identity, then we are “frozen”. We don’t go forward and we don’t go
back. We just don’t do anything for the kingdom of God and that is alright with Satan. His
greatest fear is a people who know who they are. Those people will wake up and recognize all
that the devil has been perpetrating on the church since Christ has been illegal. And the only
power he has is to convince us not to look at God’s Word, not to become The Word (became
flesh), and please don’t learn who God has called us to be. Why? Because the devil knows that
then he will be practically defeated in your life. Jesus Christ took back the keys of the kingdom
and charged the church to rule and reign in this life. But for whatever reasons, we, the church,
have not made clear our identity and so have become satisfied with mediocrity.

The Great Commandments
Luke 10:27 So he answered and said, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as
yourself.’”
When it’s all said and done, wouldn’t you like it said of you that you fulfilled the Great
Commandments of our Lord Jesus Christ? Wouldn’t you agree that the more we know Him, the
more we love Him? That’s why it’s so important that we consume the Word of God daily. He is
the Word. “And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.” John 1:14
I would suggest to you that the more we know ourselves the more we love ourselves. It may
not sound very Christlike to say I love myself by today’s definitions, but if we use a proper
definition it may sound different. To love myself according to God’s design would be to
acknowledge, receive, and believe who He says that I am. When I do that I appreciate what our
Creator has done. Then I don’t walk in pride or false humility because I had nothing to do with
it. It is what He has done and who He says we are.
Also, the more we love ourselves, the more we love our Creator as we recognize the great and
mighty things He has done. We also will love our neighbor in the way God designed. How
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many of you are aware that when we acknowledge the unique way each of us is made that we
also see the limits to who we are. When that becomes abundantly clear, each person’s value
and importance skyrockets! The French say, “Viva la difference!” How I appreciate in others
what I am not! When I see the Body of Christ in action, each doing what’s in their heart to do, it
is simply glory released. It is so beautiful. As we begin to live this, the world will see it, and, as
the Bible says, become jealous and want what we have.
One of the foundational things you can do as a disciple of Christ is to pursue your identity.
When you do, you become authentic, real. You no longer are trying to be a Christian. You no
longer are trying this or that, you are it! The apple tree doesn’t try to produce apples. Plant it
in good soil, give it clean water, let the sun shine and see what fruit comes forth. And you,
planted in the soil of God’s people who love you and want the best for you. Receive the clean
water of His Word of who He says you are. Let the sunshine of His love fill you all and all and
see the natural byproduct of such a life.
No longer trying to do or be good, but rather, I can’t do otherwise because His love constrains
me. Being vs. doing… Someone once said, “That’s why we are human beings, not human
doings.”
And in the famous words of Popeye the sailor man, “I yam what I yam and that’s all that I yam.”
OK, perhaps better yet 1 Corinthians 15:10 “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His
grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the
grace of God which was with me.”
Paul was convinced of his identity in Christ. He knew this “grace” that made him up. And
because of it, he was able to declare the fullness of his laboring. He was truly authentic in his
walk with the Lord in this life. Because he knew his identity, his labors were his fruit and not
out of “trying” but being.
How many of us have gone into detail about any or all of the ten characteristics in our own
personal lives? Perhaps we have considered some parts of our identity as we pursued our
employment ambitions or serving desires. Yet, for the most of us, we have yet to look into
detail this “vessel of honor” that the Master has made.
The unabridged dictionary defines VOCATION:
1.
2.
3.
4.

a particular occupation, business, or profession; calling
a strong impulse or inclination to follow a particular activity or career
a divine call to God's service or to the Christian life
a function or station in life to which one is called by God: the religious vocation; the
vocation of marriage
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I would suggest for this treatise that we would subscribe to #3 “a divine call to God's service or
to the Christian life” as a definition to vocation. And the reason for that is I believe everyone
has a divine vocation or destiny to fulfill. God has uniquely created each one to fulfill His
purposes in and through the unique way they are created.
How powerful is walking in the purpose for which we were created? How painful and
destructive is it when we don’t? How difficult is it to recognize and walk in this divine calling?
How would one’s life change if we were convinced we are walking in it?
Unfortunately for most of us, finding this great revelation is usually much more subtle than the
Apostle Paul’s experience. Few of us get “knocked off our horses” and hear God audibly. Yet
throughout history, many have testimonies that they have in fact, in one way or another,
become completely convinced of the “way’ they should go. And they do.
Jesus, Himself, received supernatural confirmation at His baptism. Albert Schweitzer was
following in his father’s and grandfather’s footsteps as an accomplished organist; yet, at age 30
decided to go back to college to become a medical doctor so he could go to Africa and serve the
rest of his life there! That’s the kind of “stuff” (revelation) from which movies are made.
Yet, for the rest of us, the passion that ignites that kind of drive is often missed. Many of us
have challenge enough to go to work daily, pay the bills, raise the kids, go to church; do some
kind of serving in church, and just “do” the basic living! Yet our hearts shout out that there is
something missing. Henry David Thoreau once said, “The mass of men lead lives of quiet
desperation.” And because that is not the way we are built or desire to be, we experience
continual questioning and doubt about ourselves and our very purpose.
When we are not walking in the purposes God has designed for us, before the beginning of the
world, it is good to have that “discontent”. It is that discontent that hopefully will drive us into
discovering what are our passions, talents, spiritual gifts, etc… I believe the more we
understand the way God has made us, the more we will “walk in” what He has prepared for
us…His purposes.
The more we understand the way God has made us, the more we will love Him and our
neighbors as ourselves; for when we see how we are gifted, we will more easily and with
fervency receive and appreciate the gifts and grace in each other, thus fulfilling the great
commandments! The clearer our identity, the clearer our purpose!
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Finally, imagine with me, if you will, that we are able to develop these tools so that ten and
twelve year old children are able to receive by faith who God says they are. What do you think
would happen to that generation? How would their lives be different? How would it change
the world? Let’s briefly look at these questions.
Currently many would testify that their school years were not the enjoyable, sublime time that
our memories would like to conjure up! As a pastor of thirty years, much of my time is helping
people overcome hurts that were developed during that time. Marriages are dealing with
issues not started when they married, but many years previous. Self perception was gradually
built over those years. And what happens on the school grounds today? There are conflicts,
degradings, humiliations, hurts, slanders and all kinds of bruisings that will instill a negative
identity. And then that child spends the rest of their lifetime trying to get healed.
The child is like an empty vessel that will “take on” the descriptions that the devil, the world
and circumstances tell him. Likewise, the child will also take on the descriptions (or identity)
that God tells him. And this is done through godly people that surround him. What if he were
taught at an early age who God says he is? And what if he grew in faith to actually believe it
and receive it? I am convinced you would have a child that would go through those school
years completely different than the ordinary child. Because this child is filled up with his God
given identity, there would be no room for the negative beliefs to take hold. And on top of that
he would be “about the work of my Father” at an early age. We would have a renaissance of
brilliant children in every avenue of creativity. And they would have no need for looking at
themselves the next 70 years for healing, for they never would have succumbed to the blows of
the evil one to begin with. Instead of the focus being on themselves, the focus would be on
God and His purposes!
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Importance of Identity
Personal Make up
Understanding how uniquely made
we each are

You are like a multi-faceted diamond

Everyone has great value

In the temptation our Identity
was settled!

Ephesians 4:7

Potter

Metron: Share of
influence, gifts, grace

GIFTS
LIKES

GRACE
UNIQUE

CVI

DISC
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Fashions the clay
Isaiah 64:8
Isaiah 29:16
Romans 9:21

Each has been given gifts
1 Corinthians 12:4
1 Corinthians 15:10

By His grace I am …

We only live to the level of our identity

Knowing your identity, your personal make up is critical to fulfilling your
purpose and destiny

Chapter 10 Study Questions:

1. Why is knowing our identity in Christ so important?

2. What are your top five talents and how do they enhance your identity?

3. How can children and young people benefit from knowing their true identity?

111

